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Naomi NOEL

Regional Task Team Leader

noeln@afd.fr

+66 (0) 2 663 60 90 ext.142

AGENCE FRANCAISE DE DEVELOPPEMENT
Agriculture, Rural Development and Biodiversity
Division

Exchange Tower, 388 Sukhumvit Road, Bangkok |
THAILAND

#MondeEnCommun | www.afd.fr

Naomi NOEL is a regional program manager in the
Agriculture, Rural Development, and Biodiversity
Division of the French Development Agency, based
in Bangkok regional office since September 2018.
She’s in charge of project design and
implementation, monitoring and evaluation for an
agriculture and rural development portfolio in
different countries of South-East Asia (Laos,
Cambodia and Myanmar) in the field of agricultural
productions, irrigation, rural infrastructure, rural
finance, and natural resources management. Before
that, she worked for ten years in the Agriculture,
Rural Development, and Biodiversity Division at
AFD’s headquarter in Paris, in charge of an
agriculture and rural development portfolio in
different countries (Morocco, Mali, Senegal,
Mexico, Brazil...), in AFD’s regional office in Mali
(2004-2006) and Vietnam (2007) where she was
responsible for AFD’s investment program in the
agriculture sector. She holds a Master Degree in
Agricultural Economics from AGROPARISTECH
and ENGREF (National School of Rural
Engineering, Water and Forestry).

Pan Sopheap, Mr.
Executive Director of the Farmer and Nature Net
(FNN)

Graduated from Gadjah Mada University of
Indonesia, Master Degree in Political Science, Pan
Sopheap, has been employed as an Executive
Director of FNN since 2010. He has experienced in
working with several institutions in Cambodia from
1998 included the Indonesian Embassy in
Cambodia, the International Republican Institute
(IRI), German Agro Action (GAA), Friedrich
Naumann Stiftung for EU project.

Having background in Political Science, he has
mostly involved in building networking, negotiation,
and doing advocacy for policy development change
at national and regional levels in terms of
agriculture development, especially on organic
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agriculture and family farming. Representing FNN,
he has been sitting in Steering Committee of AIMS
project, and at regional level on behalf of FNN he sit
in AFA, LVC, and AsiaDHRRA,

Florent Tivet, CIRAD
florent.tivet@cirad.fr
CIRAD, Cambodia

Conservation Agriculture Service Center (CASC),
Department of Agricultural Land Resources
Management (DALRM), General Directorate of
Agriculture (GDA)

Florent Tivet is an agronomist from CIRAD, French
Agricultural Research Center for Development. He
holds a PhD in Crop Science and a post doctorate in
Soil Organic C dynamics. From 2009 to 2012, he
joined the State University of Ponta Grossa in Brazil
and the C management and sequestration center at the
Ohio State University assessing changes in soil
organic C under contrasted no-till cropping systems
in the tropics. His areas of expertise include
conservation agriculture, ecological intensification,
cropping system design, and soil fertility assessment.
He participated in a diversity of research and
development projects in the field of Conservation
Agriculture and Ecological Intensification since 2000
and works in the region, mainly Laos and Cambodia,
since more than 10 years. He is based in Cambodia,
working with the Department of Agricultural Land
Resources Management, General Directorate of
Agriculture from the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries. He coordinates the activities
of the Conservation Agriculture Service Center.

FERRAND Pierre
GRET, Laos
ferrand@aqret.org

He is an agronomist, holder of a Master of Science
in  Tropical Agriculture Development from
CNEARC (post graduate college for tropical
agronomy) in Montpellier, France.

He has been working in the field of agriculture
development for over 13 years, including 5.5 years
in Myanmar (2006-2011) implementing Food and
Livelihood Security Projects (agriculture
development and extension, value chain
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development...) and 3.5 years at Gret Headquarters
in Paris (2011 to 2015) as Project Officer in
agriculture development and value chain.

Starting from May 2015, he moved to Vientiane,
Laos PDR, to take part to a regional project (Laos,
Cambodia, Myanmar) addressing the promotion of
agroecology transition in South East Asia. He is in
charge of facilitating the emergence and
coordinating at regional level an Agroecology
Learning Alliance, bringing together all relevant
stakeholders active in the field of agroecology
(CSOs, research centers, government officials,
private sector).

Stéphane Boulakia
stephane.boulakia@cirad.fr

Stephane Boulakia is a French Cirad’s engineer in
Agronomy, specialized in tropical Conservation
Agriculture. He had worked in several R&D
projects on cropping systems design in Madagascar,
Gabon and Vietnam, for ten years before to join
Cambodia from 2004 to 2013, as agronomist and
principal technical assistant of the Support Project to
the  Cambodian  Agriculture  (Ministry  of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, granted by AFD
and USAID). He led R&D Programs focus on
cropping systems development through participatory
and multi-scale approaches for rainfed upland and
lowland field crops (maize, cassava, rice and
soybean). He came back to Cirad headquarter in
Montpellier and took the coordination of the
Cropping  System Design and Ecological
Intensification team of the Research Unit on
Agroecology and Sustainable Intensification of
Annual Crops (AIDA). He is conducting expertises
and support missions to several smallholders and
industrial projects in West and Central Africa. In
2016, he has initiated a R&D program on ecological
intensification by Conservation Agriculture of
rainfed and irrigated rice based systems in
partnership with AGROSAVIA and private partners.




Jean-Christophe Diepart
jc.diepart@gmail.com

Jean-Christophe Diepart has been based in
Cambodia since 20002. He currently works with the
Mekong Region Land Governance project where he
coordinates a regional alliance on Responsible
Agricultural  Investments. In his capacity as
scientific collaborator of Gembloux Agro-Bio Tech
(University of Liege, Belgium), he is involved in
different research projects relating to agrarian
changes in Cambodia and in the Mekong region as a
whole. He is particularly interested in the
transformations of smallholder agriculture, land
tenure systems and labour mobility. Most of his
current field work focuses on the agricultural
frontier in the North-west of Cambodia.

Sijun Zheng, YAAS
sijunzhengb63@163.com

Senior scientist working at Yunnan Academy of
Agricultural Sciences / Bioversity International.
Mainly work for developing and leading primary
research on the use of agrobiodiversity for
sustainable agricultural production system with
focus on the Mekong region, including Guangxi and
Yunnan, China; research activities in Root, Tube
and Banana System on Mekong flagship project,
particularly banana-based production system in the
Mekong region; current mainly focused on
evaluation, screening and utilization of banana
germpalsm for Fusarium resistance and unravelling
its underlying mechanism of resistance; livestock-
banana integration system, agrobiodiversity and
agroecological intensification, provide support to
other relevant research for development activities in
China and the region.

Jean-Marie Brun
Contact: jm.brun.kh@gmail.com / im.brun@iram-

fr.org

Jean-Marie is an agriculture development expert
with 25 years of experience in value-chain, quality
and  product  differentiation  (Geographical
Indications, Organic standards, collective or
certification marks, etc.), in farmer and inter-
professional organizations, and in agricultural
policies. He has been working in South-East Asia
region for the past 20 years (mainly in Cambodia
where he is based) with organizations such as
Agronomes & Vétérinaires Sans Frontieres, GRET
and IRAM (with which he coordinated the Support
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to the Commercialization of Cambodian Rice
Project for the last 5 years). He has recently founded
ARTE-FACT  Development &  Agri-Food
Consulting and still partner on a regular basis with
IRAM (www.iram-fr.org)

John Dixon

John Dixon has made major contributions to global
food security, poverty reduction and sustainable
development in all developing regions of the world
through farming systems research in development,
sustainable intensification and diversification,
agricultural  management  decision  making,
innovation systems and agricultural policy. He held
a variety of positions with FAO, including
Coordinator of two major regional programs (the
UNDP-funded FARM program on piloting Agenda
21 in marginal areas of 8 countries of Asia; and the
SIDA-funded regional FARMESA program on
farmer-extension-research innovation in 9 countries
of Africa), Project Leader of the National Farm
Management Study, Nepal and various FAO HQ
positions. He has been Director, Impacts
Assessment and Targeting, CIMMYT, Mexico; and
held a variety of positions with the Australian
Centre for Agricultural Research including Principal
Regional Coordinator (South Asia and Africa) and
Principal Adviser Research. In addition, he is a
Visiting Fellow, College of Asia & Pacific,
Australian  National University; and Adjunct
Professor, Queensland Alliance for Agriculture and
Food Innovation, University of Queensland. He
holds a PhD (agricultural economics, on hill
agriculture in Nepal), Masters Natural Resources,
Masters Economics and Bachelor of Rural Science
from the University of New England, Australia. He
has authored about a dozen books and manuals and
about 100 journal and conference papers on topics
including farming systems (e.g., FAO/World Bank
Farming Systems and Poverty,
www.fao.org/farmingsystems/),  food  security,
agricultural and food policy, innovation systems,
participatory  research, gender analysis and
bioenergy. He has been awarded various agricultural
prizes including Distinguished Alumni by the
University of New England in 2017 and M S
Swaminathan Award in 2018.
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Timothy Krupnik

Dr. Timothy Krupnik is a Senior Scientist and
Systems Agronomist with the International Maize
and Wheat Improvement Center. He leads a
portfolio of applied research projects that deliver
evidence-based knowledge and activities that
improve the sustainability and resilience of
smallholder ~ farming  systems  considering
agronomic,  ecological, and  socioeconomic
objectives, methods, and indicators. Timothy
prioritizes interdisciplinary and multi-scale research,
with core interests in tropical farming systems,
systems analysis, climate services, and agricultural
extension and pedagogy. He has authored over 50
peer-reviewed papers, books and technical reports,
and has worked widely in Asia, sub-Saharan Africa,
and the Caribbean. He maintains a strong desire to
translate science into impact

Thao Hoang

Thao currently serves as the Northern mountainous
agriculture and forestry science institute based on
the Center in Son La, Vietnam. Thao completed his
bachelors in crops sciences at Thai Nguyen
University and master’s degrees in Agriculture
Sciences at The University of New England. Current
research project “Improving maize-based farming
systems on sloping lands in Vietham and Lao PDR -
SMCN/2014/049” funded by ACIAR.

Manuel Reyes
Email: mannyreyes@ksu.edu; Phone:
1.919.475.7763

Manuel Reyes is a research professor at Kansas
State University, USA, working primarily for the
Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Sustainable
Intensification. He has a Ph.D. in Agricultural
Engineering from Louisiana State University, USA
and a Master’s degree in agricultural engineering
from Cranfield University, UK. He also has a B.S.
and M.S. in Agricultural Engineering from the
University of the Philippines Los Bafios.

Reyes has more than 32 vyears of experience
working with water quality modeling, and natural
resources management — and has extensive expertise
across the globe in research, extension, teaching and
project implementation. He is a biological and
agroecological engineer, designing food production
systems that mimic nature. In Cambodia, his efforts
have focused on working with the Royal University
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of Agriculture and the University of Battambang to
enhance human and institutional capacity to conduct
research and training of scholars and youth. He
facilitates partnerships with other Feed the Future
Innovation Labs, international organizations and
private partners in Cambodia.

Currently, his research focuses on conservation
agriculture practices. He pioneered research in seven
countries that showed yield increases as well as
labor and water savings by replacing conventional
practices with conservation agriculture practices in
vegetable production systems. Reyes uses living
systems as materials for his engineering designs. His
aim is to intensify food production while enhancing
soil health and biodiversity and improving water
quality and water availability. His key motivation is
to improve food security and the quality of life,
especially in poor communities.

ZHU Hongye

Pascal Lienhard

Agronomist, PhD

Centre de coopération Internationale en Recherche
Agronomique pour le Développement (CIRAD)
Agroecology and Sustainable Intensification of
Annual Crops (AIDA) research unit

TA B-115/ 02 - Avenue Agropolis - 34398
Montpellier Cedex 5, France, Tel. +33 4 67 61 65

28

Email: pascal.lienhard@cirad.fr
Website : http://www.eficas-laos.net,
http://www.agroecologie-scv.org/

Pascal Lienhard is an agronomist with CIRAD, a
French agricultural research and international
cooperation organization working for the sustainable
development of tropical and Mediterranean regions.
He has been working for more than 15 years in
South East Asia and notably in Laos on innovative
Conservation  Agriculture (CA)-based cropping
system design and assessment. During the past 4
years, he has been the Chief Technical Advisor of
the Eco-Friendly Intensification and Climate-
resilient Agricultural Systems (EFICAS) project
whose objective was to support the agroecology
transition in Lao northern Uplands.
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MEAS PYSETH

Deputy Secretary General, Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries, Cambodia. Director of
Agriculture Services Programme for Innovation,
Resilience and Extension (Aspire). National Focal
Point for the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification

Amaury Peeters, Louvain Cooperation
apeeters@Ilouvaincooperation.org

Vira Leng

Conservation agriculture service center/Department
of Agricultural Land Resource
Management/GDA/MAFF #54B/49F, Street 395-
656, Toeuk Laak3, Tuol Kork, Phnom Penh

Tel: (+855) 12 321 568; E-mail:
lengvira@yahoo.com

Vira is an agronomist with over 10 years of
experience in the field of conservation agriculture
cropping systems design and evaluation. He has
been working for the Conservation Agriculture
Service Center (CASC) of the Cambodian
Department of  Agricultural Land Resource
Management (DALRM) since 2007. He holds a
Master of Environmental and Agricultural Science
from the Department of Agricultural &
Environmental Sciences, Tokyo University of
Agriculture and Technology. His area of expertise is
to design master plans for CA-based research
programs, adaptive research for climate change
mitigation, appropriate scale machineries, and
agrobiodiversity management.

Laurent Levard
Programme Officer
levard@gret.org

Laurent Levard, Agro-economist, is Programme
Officer, Food and Rural Economy Department at
Gret’s Headquarters in Paris (France). He has been
working for more than 30 years on agriculture and
food security development issues, including
promotion of technical change in agriculture,
sustainable agriculture and agroecology. He took
part to several assessment studies on the effects and
impacts of agroecology and the factors that further
or limit the development of agro-ecological
practices, in particular in West Africa.
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Blanchard Meélanie

Researcher on crop-livestock integration, UMR
Selmet, CIRAD

National Institute of Animal Sciences (NIAS), Thuy
Phuong, Bac Tu liem, Hanoi Vietnam

Email melanie.blanchard@cirad.fr; Portable
Vietnam +84 (0)978 053 847

Following 10 years in West Africa (Mali and
Burkina Faso), Melanie Blanchard has joined the
National Institute of Animal Science (NIAS) in
Hanoi in August 2017, as a researcher on mixed
crop-livestock systems and the co-design of
innovative, intensive and sustainable livestock
systems.

Melanie is an agronomist system and expert in crop-
livestock integration and innovation. She is part of
the Joint CIRAD, INRA and Montpellier SupAgro
Research Unit Selmet, Tropical and Mediterranean
Animal Production Systems”.

Melanie has a working experience on crop-livestock
integration, particularly diagnosis the current
practices, productive and environmental efficiency
assessment and the co-design of innovations with
stakeholders for intensification and better crop-
livestock integration. She works more broadly on
the role of livestock in the midst of change, and the
relationship between livestock and agroecology in
Southeast Asia.

Kris A.G. Wyckhuys is a Belgian bio-science
engineer and insect ecologist (PhD, 2005, Purdue
University), and currently is Honorary Associate
Professor at University of Queensland (Australia),
Guest Professor at China Academy of Agricultural
Sciences CAAS, and lJinshan Scholar at Fujian
Agricultural and Forestry University.

Email: kagwyckhuys@gmail.com;
kwyckhuys@hotmail.com

He has worked on arthropod biological control in a
wide range of cropping systems: subsistence maize
in Central America, soybean in the US Midwest,
cotton in China, horticultural crops in Colombia,
and cassava throughout tropical Asia. Dr. Wyckhuys
arrived in Southeast Asia in 2013, where he worked
as entomologist with the international center for
tropical agriculture CIAT-CGIAR to document
efficacy of importation biological control against the
invasive cassava mealybug, Phenacoccus manihoti.
Dr. Wyckhuys has approx. 75 peer-reviewed
international ~ publications on  agro-ecology,
biological control and IPM, is an active member of
several professional societies and international
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organizations (e.g., IUCN CEM, I0BC, ESA,
IAPPS), and is a passionate advocate of agro-
ecology and biodiversity-friendly farming

CHOU Cheythyrith

Working for the National IPM Programme and
Department of Rice Crop, General Directorate of
Agriculture Ministry of Agriculter Forestry and
Fisheries, Phnom Penh and Cambodia.
Thyrith72@gmail.com

In 2014 — Present: Head of Research and Training
on Rice Office, Department of Rice Crop and
National IPM Project Coordinator, the National IPM
Programme, General Directorate of Agriculture
(GDA).

May 2007 — Dec 2014: The National IPM Project
Coordinator, the National IPM Programme, GDA,
funded by FAO-IPM Programme.

Feb. 2014 — May 2007: Provincial Agriculture
Advisor (SPAA), PLG/UNDP, in Prey Veng and
Svay Rieng province.

Dec. 1997 — May 2014: The National IPM Training
Officer and National IPM Technical Officer, the
National IPM Programme.

Deeppa Ravindran
Programme Coordinator of PAN Asia Pacific
deeppa.ravindran@panap.net

Deeppa has given several interventions at various
United Nations related meeting and events. She is the
current co-ordinator of the Protect Our Children from
Pesticides Campaign. A campaign that aims to raise
awareness on the impacts of pesticides especially on
young children. Deeppa has trained several
Community-based Organizations, government
officials, consumers and farmers on the dangers of
pesticides to human health

Dharani Dhar Burra

Digital Agriculture Expert, International Center for
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), Hanoi, Vietnam
D.Burra@CGIAR.ORG

Dr. Burra is the Regional Digital Agriculture expert,
with a focus on big data analytics and agronomy at
the International Center for Tropical Agriculture
(CIAT). His work is centered on the use of big data
and analytics for development and delivery of
improved value added services (e.g. location
specific agro-climatic advisories) through ICT’s
(Information and Communication tools) for
smallholders in the region. Part of this work
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involves transforming agricultural expertise and
knowledge products produced at the center and
across the consortium into digital and mobile
enabled services for smallholders and various
stakeholders. Another major component of his work
revolves around establishment of a data driven
ecosystem comprising of regional and local digital
agricultural service providers, knowledge producers
(i.e. universities/research centers) and end-users
(e.g. farmer cooperatives/NGO’s), and co-
develop/co-establish  systems that will ensure
financial/technical ~ sustainability  of  digital
agricultural solutions being developed.

Kean Sophea, GDA
kean.sophea@gmail.com

Buyung A.R. Hadi

IRRI Country representative for Cambodia/Scientist
in Entomology

b.hadi@irri.org

Buyung Hadi serves as country representative for
International Rice Research Institute for Cambodia.
He is also leading IRRI entomology research group
to study rice insect ecology and develop sustainable
solutions for rice IPM globally. His research
interests include ecotoxicology, population and
community ecology as well as IPM strategy and
policy development.

Jan Willem Ketelaar, FAO
Johannes.Ketelaar@fao.org

Jan Willem Ketelaar, a Dutch national, is a Chief
Technical Advisor and Team Leader working with
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations. Based at FAO's Regional Office for Asia
and the Pacific in Bangkok, he coordinates a
Regional FAO Programme for the Development of
Integrated Pest Management and Pesticide Risk
Reduction in Asian smallholder agriculture. Jan
Willem has keen interest and many years of field
experience in the development and scaling out of
Sustainable Intensification of Crop Production
through application of good agroecology, based on
over 2 decades of practical field experience working
with rice, fruit, vegetable, cassava and coconut
farmers in Africa and Asia. Developing an enabling
environment for smallholder farmers to learn about
innovative and  effective  Integrated  Pest
Management-based alternatives to  chemical
pesticides through participatory action research and
quality education within context of Farmers Field
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School interventions has remained a real passion in
his entire professional life.

Marut Jatiket

founder and director, Thai Education Foundation
(TEF)

marutj@hotmail.com

A founder and director of the Thai Education
Foundation (TEF) since 1997. TEF has been
developing agricultural programs, IPM, SRI,
Agrobiodiversity, for schools, colleges and farmer
field schools through the Non Formal Education
programs since 1995. TEF is currently conducted a
study on the impacts of pesticides to school children
and formulation of national safe school lunch
policies.

A director of the Field Alliance, a regional network
of civil societies and governmental agencies that
promote the ecological agriculture practices. TFA
has been supporting agroecology programs through
education systems and linking with policies for
supports and expansion in Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam.

Patrick Trail, ECHO Asia
ptrail@echonet.org

Patrick currently serves as the Research Coordinator
and Agricultural Trainer for the ECHO Asia
Regional Impact Center in Chiang Mai, Thailand.
Patrick completed his bachelors and masters degrees
in Crop & Soil Sciences at Virginia Tech University
in the United States. Current research projects
include low-cost seed storage techniques for the
tropics and the coordination of an emerging network
of Community Level Seed Banks in the region.
Patrick is also an International Certified Crop
Advisor.

Thisadee CHOUNLAMOUNTRY

Researcher, Department of Agricultural Land
Management

Nongviengkhame Village, Xaythany District,
Vientiane, Lao PDR

Tel: (00)856-20-55133550; E-mail:
thisadeec@hotmail.com

Thisadee CHOUNLAMOUNTRY is a researcher in
the Department of Agricultural Land Management.
He has extensive experience in Uplands
development and Land use planning. He recent duty,
include research on maize production systems in
Houaphan province with Vietname under an ACIAR
project called “Improving maize-based farming
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systems on sloping lands in Vietnam and Lao PDR”

CHITPASONG KOUSONSAVATH (Msc)

Head of Rural Economics and Food Technology
Department / Lecturer at the National University of
Laos, Lao PDR

kousonsavath.chit@gmail.com

Mrs Chitpasong Kousonsavath is lecturer at the
Faculty of Agriculture, National University of Laos.
She got her bachelor degree in plant breeding with
an intensive 4 months final thesis placement at
Khonkaen University, Thailand. She then continue
her master degree in Agribusiness at the Adelaide
University, South Australia, with an awarded
scholarship from the Australian government. Since,
her graduated from Australia in 2010 she become a
marketing and agricultural economics lecturer for a
bachelor students. Her research interest is very
much focusing on agriculture market, consumer
study and value chain analysis for agricultural
commodities.

Son Sovanda
Junior Agronomist at Conservation Agriculture

Service Center

Address: Phume Sdao, Khum Sdao commune,
Ratana’s Mondulkiri district, Battambang province

Tel: 096 8194 039

Email: sovandason@yahoo.com

Mr. Son Sovanda currently serves as a junior
agronomist at the Conservation Agriculture Service
Center. He is in charge for the extension monitor of
the project “Appropriate Scale Mechanization
Consortium” for the sector in Battambong. His work
is to assure smallholder farmer in promoting agro-
ecology concept through the provisioning of the
DMC technical advices to upland farmer in
Battambang.

Hoa TRAN QUOC
hoa.tran_gvoc@cirad.fr

Hoa TRAN QUOC is an agronomist and he works
for CIRAD since 2001. He worked in LAO PDR for
a R&D project on Conservation Agriculture (8
years), then he moved to the Caribbean (9 years)
where he mainly worked with banana producers in
order to co-design and to develop agro-ecological
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banana cropping systems. He is recently based in
LAO PDR as technical assistant within the
framework of EFICAS project that aims at
developing innovative methods and intervention
approaches to support farmers’ adoption of climate
smart agricultural systems based on agro-ecology
practices.

Chanhsamone Phongoudome

Deputy Director General of National Agriculture,
Forestry and Rural Development Research Institute,
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Lao PDR
chanhsamonenafri@gmail.com or
houaykhing@gmail.com

Kien Dang
dtkien@cendiglobal.org

Kien Dang had a Bachelor of Science
(Environmental Management and Geography,
2006), followed by a Master of Science (Forestry
Science and Management, 2013) at the Australian
National University. She worked for SPERI since
2006 and led Research and Development and
Publications program, and Farmers Field School’s
program. Since 2015, she was promoted Executive
Director for CENDI in which her action-research,
action-training and advocacy have committed to
strengthening local initiatives and local wisdom in
Agro-forestry and Agro-ecological resources use
and governance, empowerment and  skills
enhancement for local youths and communities
towards Agro-ecological farming, Forest
conservation, Nature conservancy and Biodiversity
protection.

Sayakone Onnaly

The Bolaven Plateau Coffee Producers Cooperative
— Laos.

General Manager

Sayakone Onnaly is the General Manager of the
Bolaven Plateau Coffee Producers Cooperative —
CPC, an organization exporting yearly more than
1,000 tons of Fairtrade and Organic certified coffee.
Graduated from the Lao National University of
Agriculture and Forestry in 2004, Bachelor in Plant
Science, he is working with the cooperative since
2005. Before being nominated as CPC Manager in
2016, Sayakone has held various positions within
the cooperative from technician to dry mill manager,
which enables him to have a very good knowledge
of the coffee production supply chain, from the
plantation to the cup. Also in charge of the
environmental policy of the organization, Sayakone
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has a great understanding of the Bolaven
biodiversity.

Yannick Lamezec

Lao Consulting Group / The Bolaven Plateau Coffee
Producers Cooperative — Laos.

Technical Adviser

Graduated from the University of Economy Rennes
I, France, post-graduate degree in Economy, Advice
and Public Management, Yannick Lamezec is
working as a technical adviser for the Bolaven
Plateau Coffee Producers Cooperative since 2011.
He is in charge to strengthen the cooperative in all
aspects of management and organization through
capacity building activities and support in
marketing. Working with smallholders’
organizations in South-East Asia since 2008, he has
experience in certifications management and
developed CSR policies for several producers’
organizations.

Dr Chan Saruth, GDA
saruthchan@gmail.com

LOR Lytour

Dean, Faculty of Agricultural Engineering, Royal
University of Agriculture

lor_lytour@yahoo.com

LOR Lytour is the dean, Faculty of Agricultural
Engineering, Royal University of Agriculture since
January 2017. He is in charge of curriculum
development of agricultural engineering program
(undergraduate). He is also the coordinator of
Biogas Technology and Information Center. His
research focus is agricultural machinery, on-farm
irrigation, and agricultural waste management.
Currently, he leads research and development
projects on agricultural mechanization to develop
and promote appropriate scale
machinery/equipment.
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Dyna Theng

Piseng Pheng

Junior Project Officer

Swisscontact Cambodia | Swiss Foundation for
Technical Cooperation

THANS Corp Building, #46, 7th Floor 1 Mao Tse
Toung Blvd (245), Boeng Trabek | Khan
Chamkarmorn | Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Tel: + 855 23 901 156

Email: piseng.pheng@swisscontact.org

Piseng currently works as the junior project officer
for Mekong Inclusive Growth and Innovation
Program (MIGIP) — Agriculture at Swisscontact
Cambodia. He has completed his Bachelor Degree
of Arts in English for Professional Communication
at Institute of Foreign Languages in the late 2016.
He also received another higher diploma degree of
Business Information Technology at National
Institute of Business in 2014. Professionally, he is
now leading 2 projects of MIGIP such as:
Technology Park — CE SAIN and Cambodia
Conservation Agriculture Consortium (CCAC).
Piseng is also an Event Organizer, Communicator
and Marketer with his past work experiences.

Leandra Misteli

New Business Development

Swisscontact Cambodia | Swiss Foundation for
Technical Cooperation

THANS Corp Building, #46, 7th Floor | Mao Tse
Toung Blvd (245), Boeng Trabek | Khan
Chamkarmorn | Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Tel: + 855 11 572 053

Email: Leandra.misteli@swisscontact.org

Working for the New Business Development team
at Swisscontact, Leandra is currently responsible for
developing the inclusive growth strategy on
conservation  agriculture in  Cambodia in
collaboration with CIRAD, CE SAIN, CASC and
the Kansas State University. Prior to joining
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Swissocntact she gained more than three years of
experience in the development industry working for
NGOs, the Swiss government and the private sector
in Africa, India and Switzerland. Leandra her
master’s degree Master in African studies with a
research focus on resource conflicts and rural
development.

Camilla Stelitano, UNESCAP CSAM
stelitanoc@un-csam.org

Tim Rendall
rendall1@illinois.edu

Tim Rendall serves as the project manager for the
Appropriate  Scale Mechanization Consortium
(ASMC). The ASMC is a global program lead by
the University of Illinois to promote appropriate
scale mechanization to sustainably improve
agricultural and labor  productivity  within
smallholder farming systems. The ASMC is funded
by USAID’s Feed the Future Innovation Lab for
Collaborative Research on Sustainable
Intensification lead by Kansas State University. The
ASMC focus countries are Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Ethiopia, and Burkina Faso.

Assoc. Dr. Hoang Van Phu

Director, The International Cooperation Centre
(ICC), Thai Nguyen University, Vietham

hoangphul958@gmail.com

Dr. Hoang Van Phu is an agronomist with a Master’s
Degree in Farming System from Chiang Mai
University, Thailand; Ph.D in Agronomy from
University of Philippines at Los Banos, in
Philippines.

He has been a lecturer in crop sciences and research
methodology in Thai Nguyen University of
Agriculture and Forestry for 35 years. He has

experience in upland farming systems and rice
production, special in the System of Rice
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Intensification (SRI). Now he is participating as a
coordination of Vietnam SRI network.

Ho Ngoc Son
son.ho@adc.org.vn

Ho Ngoc Son is a senior researcher and lecturer of
Thai Nguyen University of Agriculture and Forestry
(TUAF), Vietnam. Son Ho got a PhD in Global
Environmental Change at the Australian National
University (2012). Son Ho is currently a Deputy
Director of the Agriculture and Forestry Research
and Development Centre for Mountainous Region
(ADC), TUAF. ADC is a chair of a network of local
NGOs working in northern mountainous region of
Vietnam and a member of Climate change working
group. Dr Son is a manager and leader of many
development projects and research projects
implemented by the ADC and TUAF. Dr Son is a
leader of an AliISEA funded project “Promotion of
indigenous  knowledge based climate change
resilient and organic farming practices in the
northern mountainous region of Vietnam”. For
many years, Dr Son advocates for indigenous
knowledge conservation and use in climate change
adaptation and sustainable farming practices in
Vietnam and in the region.

Mr. Kat Bun Heng has been involved in forestry
sector since 2012 during his work as executive
director at NTFP in Rattanakiri province in the
northeast, He has participated in researches related to
NTFP and Indigenous people tradition and culture as
well as traditional medicinal plant uses. in 2014,
under the nomination of NOMAD et Soutien, a
French research-NGO, as advisor to MIPAD on its
livelihood project dealing with agricultures and
agroforestry. He also work on brining high value
commercial crops into agroforestry practice among
indigenous people in Mondulkiri province under
funds from such as WWF/ADB, Alisea.
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Email: kat.bunheng@gmail.com

Manoluck Bounsihalath
luckie 2005@hotmail.com

Director of Information and communication center in
NAFRI, more than 8 years experiencing in
information management and knowledge sharing on
agriculture and rural development.

I am a team member of Phakhaolao platform, it is a
first online knowledge sharing platform on Lao agro-
biodiversity now there are more than 3000 Facebook
likes and 200 subscribers in Youtube

Thai Van Nguyen
nvthai6rd@gmail.com

Mr. Thai Van Nguyen is currently working as a
Researcher and Lecturer at the Research Center for
Rural Development (RCRD) of An Giang
University, Vietnam. Mr. Thai holds BSc on
Integrated Rural Development at An Giang
University, and MSc in International Development
Studies at Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
University, Australia. Mr. Thai’s research and
projects mainly focus on sociology, demography,
human geography, gender and water governance,
rural livelihoods, cultural diversity and ethnicity,
climate change and resilience. Mr. Thai has led and
participated in several studies during his work at the
RCRD of An Giang University. Mr. Thai has
extensively been involved in leading research
projects on Gender, Environment and Society.
Presently, Mr. Thai is a leader in the projects on
gender and water management in rural areas of the
Vietnamese  Mekong  Delta, funded by
SEARCA/SFRT, Australian Government and LIN
Center for Community Development.
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Phuong Mai Nguyen

Researcher, World Agroforestry Centre Vietnam
249A Thuy Khue, Tay Ho, Ha Noi, Vietnam

Tel: +84 3783 4644

Email: n.maiphuong@cgiar.org

Website:
https://www.worldagroforestry.org/country/vietnam

Phuong is a researcher with the World Agroforestry
Centre Viet Nam. She has strong interest in
environment and livelihood enhancement. She is a
PhD candidate under a collaboration between
ICRAF and Bangor University. With 10 years
experiences working as a specialist in geography,
global information systems (GIS), and local
knowledge, she has just conducted the study in
understanding indigenous knowledge in tree
ecosystems services and selecting the right trees for
coffee agroforestry system in Northwest Vietnam.

Souvanthong NAMVONG

Department of Technical Extension and Agro-
Processing (DTEAP), MAF, Vientiane LAO PDR
Email: namvongs@gmail.com

Currently serves as Deputy Division Head and
National Project Director for Lao Upland Rural
Advisory Service (LURAS) at DTEAP

Msc major in Extension Education and minor in
Development Management from University of the
Philippines Los Bafos.

He has experience in rural advisory service and
development including the coordination with
multiple stakeholder at micro and macro levels, for
over 15 years.

Proven record of building capacity for both local
public and private sector clients.

U Htet Kyu
htetkyu@aret.org; htetkyu@agmail.com

U Htet Kyu’s background is soil science (MSc) and
agronomy (PhD) for rural development. He had
worked for the Land Use Division of Myanmar
Agriculture Service for 23 years as a technical
officer for soil and agronomy. And now he is
working in Gret-Myanmar as a national network
coordinator  for  Myanmar  (part-time) in
Agroecology Learning Alliance for South East Asia
(ALIiSEA) Project and a land policy adviser for
Myanmar (part-time) in Mekong Regional Land
Governance (MRLG) Project. He also volunteers as
an agriculture adviser to Myanmar Fruit, Flower and
Vegetable Producer and Exporter Association

21



mailto:n.maiphuong@cgiar.org
https://www.worldagroforestry.org/country/vietnam
mailto:namvongs@gmail.com
mailto:htetkyu@gret.org
mailto:htetkyu@gmail.com

(MFVP).

Chhay Sothet

Program Manager, Eclosio
sothet.chhay@ong-adg.be

#35, St. 410, Boeung Trabek, Chamkar Morn,
Phnompenh

855(0)16 749 579; website:
https://www.eclosio.ong/

Mr. Chhay Sothet is the Program Manager of
Eclosio, the NGO of Liege University, Belgium. He
is a ValueLinks trainer and a member of ValueLinks
association, the value chain approach developed by
GIZ. He is also specialized in developing business
plan and business strategy for Agricultural
Cooperative.

Mr. Chhay Sothet got bachelor degree on Economic
Development from University Lumiere Lyon

2, bachelor and master degree on business
administration from RULE. He worked two years
with private sector on agricultural research and
installation of rice milling factory. He has seven
years of experience working in development sector
on project management, capacity building and
business development.

Le Khai Hoan
Email: hoannomafsi82@gmail.com

He has been working as a researcher for Northern
mountainous Agriculture and Forestry science
institute since 2006. He has experience on rice
breeding and transfering techology for rice
cultivation. He also implemented activities on CSA
practices and recycling agriculture residues with
using effective microorganism.

Stephane Fayon
stephan8@auroville.org.in

20 years of experience in tropical agro-ecology in
Asia and South East- Asia. Specialized in (1) seed
and farming system, rice, horticulture, upland; (2)
designing and planning agriculture intervention; (3)
sustainable intensification; (4) soil fertility
management; (5) fertilizer and pesticides reduction;
(6) natural resource management; (7) nutrition
sensitive and climate smart agriculture; (8) extension
approach.

More than 50 missions over the last years for various
international organizations (GRET, WHH, GIZ, FRC
financed by, UN, EU, AFD, GIZ)
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Phimmasone SISOUVANH

Deputy Director of Soil and Fertilizer Unit
Lecturer/Researcher

The National University of Laos, Faculty of
Agriculture, Nabong campus.

24 km southern road, Paksapmai village, Xaithany
district, Vientiane city, Lao PDR.

P.O. Box: 7322; Fax: +856 21 870 131; Tel: +856
21 870 048; Mobile: +856 20 2946 5595. Email:
p.sisouvanh@nuol.edu.la

Phimmasone is a lecturer in soil improvement and
organic farm at the Faculty of agriculture in the
National University of Laos. She is a PhD candidate
under JEAI Eco-rubber project a collaboration
between IRD France and Khon Kaen University,
Thailand. She is a soil scientist with technical
services include soil sampling, analyses and testing
(nutrients),  evaluation  of  soil fertility,
recommendations on soil treatments for improved
fertility and sustainable maintenance for the crops
proposed for development and she also, experience
collaborating with local authorities on testing of soil
improvements. Phimmasone is managing the
“STOCK” under ACTAE funded project on Soil:
Testing the impact of organic amendments for the
benefit of market gardening farmers; she is a leader
of soil management objective in Laos’s site on the
Integrating soil and water management in vegetable
production in Lao PDR and Cambodia
(SMCN/2014/088) (ACIAR funded project) and she
also, has worked focusing on organic matter
management  (LMI-LUSES  funded project);
moreover, she has been worked in a part of the
research on water stresses adaptation focusing in
soil and water survey (IFC_GRHYD funded
project).

Didier Lesueur
d.lesueur@caqiar.org/ didier.lesueur@cirad.fr

Didier Lesueur received a PhD in Plant-Soil-
Microorganism interaction from the University of
Paris VI (Pierre & Marie Curie) in 1992. He has
been getting a position in CIRAD for working in
France (1992 — 1996) at the BSFT laboratory, at
IRD-Dakar in Senegal during 8 years (1996 - 2004),
at CIAT-TSBF in Nairobi-Kenya during 6 years
(2004-2010), at LDD-Bangkok during 5 years
(2011-2016) and currently at CIAT-Hanoi where he
arrived in August 2016.

For all these positions, he was leading a soil
microbiology research. His main areas of research
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have been biological nitrogen fixation and the
utilization of beneficial microorganisms for
inoculating legumes and other crops within agro
ecological systems in relation with both N and C
cycles. He is currently developing soil biological
indicators for improving soil health management by
farmers. His field experiences are mainly in Africa
(14 years) and South East Asia (more than 7 years
now). He has co-authored over 50 referred journal
articles or book chapters and has trained 8 PhD
students and 25 M.Sc. students from Europe Asia
and Africa.

Jessie S. Binamira
ibinamira24@amail.com

Rada KONG
radakong@yahoo.com

Rada KONG is an agronomist and agro-economist
specialized in tropical agrarian systems and
Conservation Agriculture. He actively involves in
cropping system development through multi-scale
and multi-stakeholder participatory approach for
rain-fed upland and lowland field annual crops
(cassava, maize, rice and soybean). He is pursuing
his PhD on “land scape and livelihood changes in
the  northwestern  uplands of  Cambodia:
opportunities to build resilient farming systems” at
Montpellier SupAgro (France).

Nick Laidlaw
Nick@Generation.Blue

Nick is an entrepreneur and a thought leader in
building pioneering brands and partnerships around
technology and sustainability.

Nick is a founder and COO at Generation Blue, a
venture studio using technology to empower
humankind to protect our planet. Prior to this, Nick
lead Lykke AG’s Natural Capital Markets project
team developing a next-generation impact
investment platform.

Nick’s partnership development and
communications work with frontline international
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NGO’s Freeland Foundation and Worldview
International Foundation, includes collaborations
with USAID, UN Environment and the private
sector across Asia. During this period, he realized
the critical need to measure and scale positive
impact and establish EarthPulse a coalition to
monitor Earth’s Natural Capital while rewarding
those who protect and restore it.

He has nearly twenty years of corporate, non-profit
and start-up experience and was responsible for
building world-leading sustainable hospitality
brands including Six Senses and Soneva. Nick is a
passionate sports and nature lover.

Proyuth Ly
FAQ Planning, Monitoring and Reporting specialist

Email address: proyuth.ly@gmail.com
Tel: 012 877 407

Proyuth Ly is currently a freelance consultant. His
work experience is in the areas of agricultural and
rural development projects, agricultural system
research and development, environmental impact
assessment of the farming practices, climate change
mitigation and adaptation in agriculture. He holds a
PhD in agriculture from University of Copenhagen,
Denmark and Msc. in sustainable development in
agriculture  from University of Copenhagen,
Denmark and SupAgro Montpellier, France.

Kyi Nyein Chan

Programme Officer, Livelihoods and Food Security
Fund, LIFT / UNOPS Myanmar
Kyinyeinc@unops.org

Kyi Nyein is currently working with LIFT
(Livelihood and Food Security Fund)/ UNOPS as a
programme officer. He completed the Master of
Agriculture at The University of Sydney in Australia
in 2013 and the Bachelor in Agriculture at the Yezin
Agricultural University in Myanmar in 2005.

As a LIFT programme officer, Kyi Nyein is
responsible for programme management and
coordination of Value Chains development projects,
land and Natural resource management projects in
uplands area of Myanmar.

Before working with LIFT/UNOPS, Kyi Nyein
worked for GIZ and WHH as a national project
manager and agronomist.

Kaushik Barua, IFAD
k.barua@ifad.org
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Patrick D’Aquino, CIRAD
patrick.daquino@cirad.fr

Thuy Thu DOAN

Technical Advisor, The Consultative Institute For
Socio-Economic  Development Of Rural &
Mountainous Area- CISDOMA

No24, K80C, VinhPhuc Str, BaDinh Dist

HaNoi, VietNam; Tel: +84 98 20 71 507

E-mail: doanthuy71@gmail.com; Website:
http://cisdoma.org.vn

Thuy Thu Doan has 10 year experience working as
part of the activities in the MSEC (Multi Scale
Environmental Change management — M-TROPICS
program) and LMI LUSES project: dynamic of
Land Use changes and Soil Ecosystem Service,
fundamental findings were the understanding of the
ecological concept. These concepts and theories are
now required for the design of agronomical systems
with cross cutting knowledge on soil and water
science, agronomy, biodiversity. Currently, she is a
Technical advisor of CISDOMA for the Ago-
Ecological Transition sponsored by ALISEA &
ACTEA project.

Nanntha Oung

Oung Nanntha a field technical assistant and Multi-
stakeholder approach, diversification of rice based
cropping system in Kompongthom and Battambang
Province. Mainly worked with farmers about new
innovation (No-till planter, Cover crop) Typology of
farmers and role playing game. Conduct group
discussion with targeted smallholder farmers to plan
the implementation of cover/relay crops after wet
season rice and the establishment of permanent
forage plots. Conduct individual interviews to follow-
up the group meeting to adjust any field operations

Nicolas Faysse
faysse@cired.fr

Nicolas Faysse is a socio-economist, from G-Eau
research unit, Cirad and Asian Institute of
Technology, Thailand. His main research topics are:
water resource management, rural transformations
and installation of young farmers in Thailand, and
participatory scenario design. He is part of a team
working on farmers testing and implementation of
agroecology practices in rice-based farming systems
in the Tonle Sap Region, Cambodia.
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Vuthy Suos (MSc)

Chief of sector at Conservation Agriculture
Service Center (CASC/ DALM)

suos.vuthyrua@yahoo.com

Mr Vuthy Suos is a Chief of sector base at
Battambaong Province. He is a staff at Conservation
Agriculture  Service Center (CSAC) under
Department of Agricultural land use management
(DALM/ GDA).

He has studied Master degree on 2018 major on
Integrated management for Agriculture and Rural
development of Graduate School at Royal University
of Agriculture (RUA). He works on creation and
extension about Conservation Agriculture (CA) on
Demonstration and farmers network on lowland at
Banan and upland at Rattanak modoul district.

Michael Victor
omichael@loxinfo.co.th

Michael Victor is a rural development specialist
with 20 vyears of experience focusing on
communication, knowledge management, capacity
development and project design in the agriculture
and natural resource management sector. He is
Team Leader of The Agro-Biodiversity Initiative
(TABI) with the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry in Lao PDR. He has worked in the Mekong
region for the last 20 years with RECOFTC, Sida,
SDC, IFAD and CGIAR

Wayne NELLES
waynenelles@gmail.com

Wayne Nelles is a Canadian Visiting Scholar at
Chulalongkorn University School of Agricultural
Resources (CUSAR), based in Thailand since 2013.
In 2018 he also began working part-time as Higher
Education and Partnerships Consultant with the
Bangkok-based  Asia-Pacific ~ Association  of
Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI) while
continuing his academic pursuits. Formerly he
served Regional Coordinator of the Higher
Education for Sustainable Agriculture (HESA) and
Food Systems in Southeast Asia Project (2015-
2018) with small grant funding from the Swedish
International Network Initiative (SIANI) and Sida.
From 2008-2011 he was stationed in Peru as Head
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of the Capacity Strengthening Department,
International Potato Center, a member organization
of the Consultative Group on Agricultural Research
(CGIAR). He has a PhD in Education, has lectured
at various universities in Canada and abroad. Over
the past 20 years he has also consulted with
international agencies such as the ADB, CIDA,
CTA, IDRC, ITD, UNESCO and UNICEF. He has
won various academic awards and research grants,
and published over 40 articles, working papers or
edited books including various learning materials on
agriculture and food security.

LAY Heng
layheng@itc.edu.kh

LAY Heng master graduated in Information System
Engineering at University of La Rochelle in 2009.
Since then, he started his teaching career at Institute
of Technology of Cambodia (ITC) in the field of
Information and Communication Engineering. In
2014, he was promoted to be head of the
department. Currently, he is working as Vice- Dean
of Faculty of Electronic and Energy, in charge of
Department of Information and Communication
Engineering, e-Learning Center, and Incubation
Space of ITC.

LAY Heng, in his academic career at ITC, he
participated in different research and development
activities: including Natural Language Processing
(Khmer), e- learning in Higher Education in
Cambodia, Innovation Challenges and Incubation
Program, and Professional Development Program.

LAY Vichet
Computer Center of Royal University of Agriculture
Email: vichet.rua@gmail.com

He has completed his bachelor degree in agriculture
science at Royal University of Agriculture in 2015,
He is currently working as IT technical support in
computer center at RUA, aim to develop an e-
learning platform for hosting agroecological courses
that supported by IPERCA project.
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JUMEL Guillaume
guillaume.jumel@vivredesaterre.org

Guillaume, agronomist, founder of Vivre de sa
Terre, currently manage Life and Soil local NGO’s
team, aiming to test and disseminate Agroecology
practices to smallholder farmers in Battambang
province. He has setup a vocational training
program in Agroecology for young people from
poor farmer families. Guillaume graduated Master’s
degree from Sorbonne University in Epistemology
of life sciences, teaches tropical plants-soils
ecosystems and AE cropping systems, designs
training materials, conducts studies on plants
diversity and farmers’ AE adoption and adaptation
processes in Cambodia.

Germain Priour
President of Mediaseeds
germainpriour@gmail.com

13 years experienced in filmmaking and
photography, Germain Priour is a professional
filmmaker and photographer interested in
development issues and working in South East Asia
since 2008. He worked on numerous fields as, for
instance, health insurance, microfinance, water and
sanitation. However, since long, his interest went on
agricultural issues, especially sustainable practices.
In 2015, after having produced several movies about
agroecology he feels that there is a need to
disseminate good initiatives at a larger scale and that
we should involve the farmers in this process. Then
in 2016 he decides in cooperation with GRET Apici
project in Siem Reap to experiment video training
for pilot farmers in order for them to produce and
share short videos through their smartphones. In
2018, after having produce more than 50 videos,
disseminate it through different platforms as
ALISEA network and see the interest of the farmers,
especially the young ones, he decides to create
Mediaseeds organization to continue the story of
promoting smart and sustainable farming job.
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Truong Hong Suong, Y-Farm
truonghongsuong91l@gmail.com

She graduated from University as bachelor degree of
Agriculture economic. Keep going with academic of
sustainable development and environment justice
she understands the values of original culture of
community in her home country. She currently
working for Y-Farm as manager to inspire and
expend the network of young farmer who has
passion about organic cultivation in Mekong region.
She did the research of “Youth and young adult
Engagement in  sustainability farming: A
Permaculture approach” that find out the sustainable
farming has positive impact to youth.

Koy Ra, GDA
koyra2010@yahoo.com

Pheap Sambo
psambo@rua.edu.kh

Mr. Pheap Sambo is a Soil Scientist (MSc) and also
an Agronomist (BSc). He is a lecturer of Principles
of Soil Science and Soil Fertility Analysis in Faculty
of Agronomy, Royal University of Agriculture

Nimol Keo, GDA
keonimal192@agmail.com

Laetitia Herrmann
soil microbiologist
laetitiaherrman@gmail.com

Laetitia Herrmann is a soil microbiologist, currently
working as a visiting scientist in the International
Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) in Hanoi,
Vietnam. She completed her PhD with Deakin
University in Melbourne, Australia, on the diversity
of microbial communities associated with rubber
trees in Thailand. Her current research focuses on
the promotion of agroecological practices such as
the use of biofertilizers (rhizobia, AMF, PGPR) or
the introduction of legumes in different cropping
systems.
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Stephane Bellafiore
stephane.bellafiore@ird.fr

Stéphane Bellafiore leads a group on plant-parasitic
nematode interactions at the Institute of Research
for Development (IRD), in the research unit IPME
in Montpellier (France). He completed his PhD in
2004 in Molecular Plant Biology at the University
of Geneva (Switzerland) then a 4 years postdoctoral
position at UCSD (Univ. of San Diego, California,
USA) in plant pathology and proteomic before
joining IRD. From 2013 to 2017 Stéphane was at
the “Joint laboratory LMI-Rice” in Hanoi (Vietnam)
where he implemented research activities on the
study of nematode diversity and bio control
methods.

Lionel Moulin
lionel.moulin@ird.fr

Lionel Moulin leads a group on plant-microbe
interactions at the Institute of Research for
Development (IRD), in the research unit IPME in
Montpellier (umr-ipme.ird.fr). He completed his
PhD in 2002 at the University of Lyon (France) on
the microbial ecology of rhizobia then a 2 years
postdoctoral position in Peter Young lab (Univ.
York, UK) in bacterial genomics, before joining
IRD. He develops research on the genetic frontiers
between mutualism and pathogenicity in bacteria
interacting with cereals (wheat, rice), and the plant
response to diverse types of microbes (physiology,
transcriptomics). The group is also working on
cereal microbiomes (NGS & culturable approaches)
with the aim of identifying plants biostimulants and
biocontrol agents of phytopathogens

Pao Srean
pao.srean@gmail.com

Dr. Pao Srean has a Ph.D. in Ecology from
University of Girona in Spain, currently is a Dean of
Faculty of Agriculture and Food Processing at
University of Battambang in Cambodia. His
research has focused on cropping systems and soil
health. His current work emphasises the importance
of reduced tillage, soil ecosystem services, invasive
pest management, and small scale farming and
mechanization, approach to sustainable
intensification of smallholder farming systems in
Cambodia.
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Dr Seng Vang presently holds the position of Deputy
Director for Research on Increased Agricultural
Productivity, Cambodian Agricultural Research and
Development Institute (CARDI) of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. Dr Seng leads
research activities specifically in soil fertility and
plant nutrition, pre- and post-harvest handlings of
agricultural crops, crop protection, and rural
livelihood assessment and technology adoption by
farmers.

In 1992, Dr Seng completed a Bachelor of Science
degree in Agricultural Science (Honours) from Royal
University of Agriculture in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
In 2001, he obtained his Doctorate degree, majoring
in Soil Fertility and Plant Nutrition, at Murdoch
University of Western Australia. From 2003-2005, he
served as a staff representative and member of
CARDI’s Board of Directors. Dr Seng has
participated in a number of international conferences
such as the World Congress of Soil Sciences
(WCSS), World Congress of Conservation
Agriculture (WCCA), and training such as Using
Nuclear and Related Techniques to Measure Soil
Water Status in Cropping Systems, Advanced
Agricultural Research Management, and Developing
Integrated  Nutrient Management Options for
Delivery. In 2004, Dr Seng received the ACIAR’s
John Dillon Fellowship award to undertake an
advanced training in  agricultural  research
management in Australia. Together with experiences
and knowledge he has gained from research and
development activities and training courses, he
devotes some of his time to give lectures and
supervise undergraduate and postgraduate students
from various universities in Cambodia.

Dr Seng is a widely published author and co-author

on research themes such as agriculture and water,
crop diversification, land resources, plant nutrition,
and rice production systems under climate changes
impacts, which include a strong focus on the
Cambodian farming systems. He has been a senior
and co-author of more than 30 publications in the
national and international publishers.

sengvangkh@gmail.com

Christopher May
bioglobal.chris@yahoo.co.nz

Christopher May is Managing Director for
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Bioglobal Consultancy Ltd New Zealand,
responsible for the design, implementation and
management of many successful projects relating
mostly to ‘organic’ value chains for agricultural
products in the Asia-Pacific Region.

Specialist responsibilities includes engagement with
governments to develop policies supportive to
organic agriculture; food safety along the supply
chain; initiatives to provide support to smallholder
farmers aimed at enhancing product quality; add
value and create new market opportunities for
products such as coffee, vegetables, wild harvested
fruits, coconut sugar and oil and many other
products.

Noted leadership roles include the development and
application of Participatory Guarantee Systems
(PGS) with IFOAM Organics International, aimed at
enabling smallholders to better access markets and
enhance their livelihoods.

Kean Sophea, GDA, Department of horticulture
kean.sophea@gmail.com

Estelle Biénabe

bienabe@cirad.org

Dr. Estelle Biénabe is Senior Agricultural
Economics Researcher in the Cirad unit “Innovation
and Development in agriculture and food”
(http://umr-innovation.cirad.fr/en/I-unite). She s
currently a visiting researcher at Casrad, in Hanoi,
Vietnam. She has expertise in value chains, quality
management and smallholders’ market access in
Southern countries. She has been coordinating
projects on market transformations linked to quality
labelling, in particular geographical indications, and
to large retail dynamics. The last book she edited is
“Sustainable Development and Tropical Agri-
chains” (Springer, 2016).

Som Chan Chhorvy

Marketing Specialist, GRET-Cambodia
www.gret.org

Email: som.cambodia@gqret.org /
schanchhorvy@gmail.com

Mobile: +855 12 274 378

Chhorvy is currently working as a Marketing
Specialist for the project of development of
sustainable agriculture for smallholder farmers in
Siem Reap, which is implementing by GRET
Cambodia. She graduated a degree of land
management from royal university of agriculture,
Cambodia. She is an experienced small agribusiness
facilitator. She has more than six years experiences
working with international non-governmental
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organization in Cambodia in commercializing small
scale farming. Chhorvy plays the role to providing
capacity development and dealing with different
stakeholders in order to facilitate market linkages
and enhance business enabling environment
between smallholder farmers with potential buyers.
In addition, Chhorvy has also a year experience
working in Australia for various companies in
producing and processing agricultural products for
domestic and international markets

Sieng Bun
Founder and Chief of Natural Agriculture Village
nav.sieng@ngoforum.org.kh

Ms Bun is an agronomist who has worked in rural
communities in the country for over 15 years. She
has an in-depth understanding of the challenging
situations faced by farmers. According to her
observation, the lack of access to markets is the
main reason why so many Cambodian farmers are
stuck in poverty cycles. In 2014, she decided to start
a business Natural Agriculture Village (NAV) in
order to link farmers to markets and give consumers
as many people as possible access to good quality
locally produced vegetables.

NAV is a social enterprise and a wholesale
company, supplying mainly safe vegetables to super
market, organic shops, restaurants, and wet market.
Currently NAV works with 86 farmers to promote
local products and farmers’ livelihood through
contract farming and capacity building to farmers.
To run her business, Ms Bun has cooperated with
many key stakeholders including local farmer
associations, non-profit organizations, business
network, and concerned government offices.

In 2016 she decided to approach her farmers and ask
them to fully convert to organic agriculture and
participate in the Participatory Guarantee System
(PGS). She made this decision after she attended the
PGS Training of Trainers (ToT) jointly organized by
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
Asian Development Bank (ADB), and IFOAM -
Organics International. During the ToT training,
she learned that becoming part of a PGS opens up
opportunities for smallholder farmers, who cannot
afford the services of third party certifiers, to label
and sell their produce, as guaranteed organic, at
local markets. To promote PGS organic, in 2017
Sieng got a small grant from ALISEA to train more
farmers and to educate consumers about PGS
organic and food safety.
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Thai Thi Minh, RIKOLTO Vietnam
minh.thai@rikolta.org

Malyne Neang

Co-director of Ecoland research center, Royal
University of Agriculture

nmalyne@rua.edu.kh

Ms. Neang Malyne is an Agricultural and
Environmental Economist who has strong
professional background and experiences for more
than 10 years. She hold PhD degree in
Environmental  Economics  from  Auvergne
University, France in 2015. She got Master Degree
of Agricultural Economics from AgroParisTech in
France. For her Bachelor degree of Agronomie
Sciences, she got it the Royal University of
Agriculture, Cambodia.

Derek Smith
dsmith@saffroncoffee.com

Derek loves growing, processing, roasting, brewing,
selling, and drinking coffee.

Over the last few years, he has used his extensive
experience in education, hospitality, and event
management to help transform Saffron Coffee (in
northern Laos) from a mere producer of quality,
organic, shade-grown coffee to the complete crop-
to-market business package.

Saffron Coffee now exists as a company successful
at marketing and selling 100% of the coffee
produced each year by over 800 smallholder partner
farming families.

Derek is excited to share how this has been
achieved, and to encourage and equip others in
doing the same.
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